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Estremadura, in south central Spain, where there was a
famous sanctuary-monastery dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
This island, or rather these twin islands, appeared to the
Spaniards to be very large (in reality only 616 square
miles). The western half consisted of high volcanic moun-
tains, while the eastern portion (the Grande Terre of to-day)
was flat. The expedition came to an anchorage in what is
now the bay of Pointe-a-Pitre. The next morning several
detachments of officers and men started in different direc-
tions to explore the country. One of these parties returned
in the middle of the day with a boy of about fourteen years
of age, who explained (partly by gestures) that he was a
prisoner taken by the Cartbs. Probably Columbus had on
board with him one or more of the Arawak Indians whom
he had carried off to Spain from the Greater Antilles on
his first voyage, and these may have served as interpreters.
As the other detachments returned they brought with them
more natives of the island, mostly women and children.
Some of these were prisoners rescued from the Caribs,
others were native women, who allowed themselves to be
captured without much resistance. The men, however,
proved very difficult to get hold of. Apparently the
greater part of the men of Grande Terre had started
off in their canoes to make a raid on some other
island.

Dr, Chanca accompanied an expedition that went on
shore, and with it visited several villages on or near the
coast, finding in the houses a vast number of human bones
and skulls, some of the skulls being turned into vessels for
holding liquids. The villages were composed usually
of twenty to thirty houses, square in shape for common
people, and circular for the headmen or chiefs, all the
houses being usually built round an open place or square